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Fun With Taxes 


Courtney Towson 
Editor-in-Chief 


It’s tax season again and will 
be until midnight on April 15. 
Most students at Worcester State 
are managing to balance a job 
of some sort as well as school. 
They either go to school all day 
and race to punch a clock in the 
afternoon or work all morning 
and drag themselves to class at 
night. Some lucky students work 
only on the vacations, while very 
few others, for better or worse, 
don’t work at all. If students do 
have any sort of employment 
during the year, they are required 
to file their taxes. 

There are numerous methods 
for filing. Telefile is an option that 
takes only about 20 minutes of 
your time. Janelle Lavoie, a junior, 
grabbed her cell phone and headed 
to one of the lounges of Waslyean 
Hall on a Saturday afternoon and 
_returned a few minutes later as a 

satisfied taxpayer and receiver of 

a substantial refund. 
~ A second option is using one 
of the various software available 
on the market. These products 
can range in price from a simple 
program costing $20 to more 
deluxe versions that can run over 
$50. This is a high price to pay to 
a college student that can barely 
afford lunch without his or her 
OneCard. The programs can be 
confusing as well. They tend to 
ask questions that only parents 
know the obscure answers to 
and most of us don’t live with 
our parents anymore, therefore 
causing mental stumpage. 

Paying a professional is also 
an option that many consider. 
It may eliminate the confusion 
and mental stress that taxes can 
bring, but it carries a hefty price. 
The average price to have taxes 
filed professionally is somewhere 
between $50 and $70. 

There is one additional option 
that many students.do not know 
about. In the Sullivan Academic 
Center room 131 your federal and 
state taxes can be E-filed by the 
volunteers in just half an hour. 
Tim Hagopian has organized a 
program that will prepare and file 
your taxes for free. Direct deposit 
of your refund is available. The 
program can only prepare basic 
taxes, so those with A, B, C, D, 
and E schedules will have to go 
elsewhere. If you fall into this 
category you probably know it, if 
not don’t worry about it. 

Another benefit of using the tax 
preparation at Worcester State is 
that the people preparing them 
know how to get you the most 
money back in your refund, such 
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Spirit of Black History| The Invasion of 
the Adjuncts 


Bobby Fournier 
Managing Editor 


The legacy of African Americans 
hasbeenseverelyunderrepresented 
in the United States. Their 
contributions to society may 
have been less numerous (due to 
their small numbers) but they’re 
not less significant. The idea 
of Black History month can be 
credited to Harvard Scholar Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson, who began 
the first “Negro Week” in the 
second week of February in 1926. 
Woodson purposely picked this 
time because the birthdays of 
Frederick Douglass and Abraham 


Lincoln, key participants in ending’ 


slavery in America, happened to 
lie during this time. According 
to Woodson, “the world sees the 
Negro as a participant rather than 
as a lay figure in history.” African 
Americans played a key role in the 
development of America. Without 
their involvement, the United 
States may have not emerged as 
the world’s leading superpower 
Among the various contributors 
to African American culture, 


Gwendolyn Brooks helped 
bring forth to readers a unique 
perspective regarding “racial 


dynamics” in the United States. 
Many of her characters “are 
drawn from the underclass of the 
nation’s black neighborhoods.” 
Although blacks may suffer from 
poverty in these low-class areas 
of the city, “she does not hold 
the city completely responsible 
for what happens to people. The 
city is simply an existing force 
with which people must cope.” 
She acknowledged that there are 
disturbing factors that may cause 
suffering to the individual but 
they can contro] their destiny by 
trying to better themselves. 
Brooks’ early life was marked 
by a “profound interest in poetry.” 
Her first poem, “Eventide” was 
published in American Childhood 
Magazine in 1930. Some of her 
biggest influences were James 
Weldon Johnson and Langston 
Hughes, who encouraged Brooks 


aan rhe Wt as ae ee 


Gwendolyn Brooks, left, presents Poet Laurette awards to students 
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“to read modern poetry and write 
as much and as frequently as 
she can.” She took this advice 
seriously and continued to write 
many poems. Her first book of 
poetry, A Street in Bronzeville, 
“brought her instant acclaim” in 
1945. A few years later, Brooks 
became the first African American 
to win a Pulitzer Prize for her 
second book of poems, Annie 
Allen. In 1968, she was appointed 
Poet Laureate in America. From 
that time until her death in 2000, 
she “has been the recipient of a 
number of awards, fellowships, 
and honorary degrees usually 
designated as Doctor of Humane 
Letters.” Brooks brought to 
literature a unique experience, 
giving the lowest class of people 
a voice. Her reflection of growing 
up through times of hardship in 
Depression-era Chicago have 
initiated in African American 
readers a sense of hope and 
will to carry on. Just as African 
American scholar Kenny Jackson 
Williams declared, “she has 
taught audiences that poetry is 
not some formal activity closed 
to all but the most perceptive. 
Rather, it is an art form within 
the reach and understanding of 
everybody--including the lowliest 
among us.” Brooks is a symbol of 
African American culture that has 
contributed significantly to our 
“melting pot.” 

The need for acknowledging 
black achievements is crucial to 
the social health in the United 
States. This country is not made 
of one group of people. If it hadn’t 
been for the contributions from all 
the groups of people in America, 
life would be completely different, 
as we know it today. It is true 
that people of white European 
ancestry dominate society and 
its politics. However, without the 
participation of African American 
in our country’s early economy, 
the United States would not have 
developed into the industrial giant 
it is today. 
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Kyle Costello 
Editor-in-Chief 


Adjunct professors are something 

that all students will presumably 
encounter at some point in their 
college careers. While there are 
many excellent adjunct professors, 
there are also some who leave 
students wanting more, whether it 
is in class lectures, availability, or 
general quality of education. One 
of the disappointments frequently 
voiced by students is the lack of 
availability of adjunct professors, 
who are not given offices by the 
school because they are not full 
time. This causes problems for 
students who need to contact a 
professor to discuss a class or 
clarify an assignment. “I’ve had 
a few adjunct professors, and 
while they’ ve been okay, they are 
always difficult to get a hold of to 
answer class-related questions,” 
said Shannon Rand, a junior 
Psychology major. Apparently 
the sentiment is shared by 
some faculty as well, including 
Professor of Philosophy and 
President of the Worcester State 
Chapter of the Massachusetts 
State College Association Dan 
Shartin, who told The Voice, 
“Students are better off with 
full time professors because of 
accessibility issues that may 
be a result of the professor not 
being as available as a full time 
professor.” 

While the occasional frustration 
that may accompany a class taught 
by some adjunct professors has 
been kept to a minimum by the 
regulation that no more than 15% 
of courses in any department may 
be taught by an adjunct professor, 
recently that limit has been 
stretched and even overextended, 
some say. By the MSCA’s count, 
several Academic Departments 
on campus have exceeded their 
15% limit. The increase of 
adjunct professors may be due to 
the increase in difficulty finding 
a full-time position, Professor 
Dan Shartin explained, saying 
“Full-time academic positions 
are increasingly hard to come 
by, which result in more colleges 
using adjunct professors. Often, 
these adjuncts will piece together 
careers by teaching a few courses 
at several colleges.” It is common 
for adjunct professors who teach 
at Worcester State College to also 
teach at several other Consortium 
colleges in order to pay the bills. 
At only $3,852 per course without 
health benefits, WSC enforces a 


two course maximum for adjunct 
professors. In order to make 
anything more than about $16,000 
per year, professors are forced 
to teach at multiple institutions. 
This seems to be a contributing 
factor in the occasional lack 
of availability of some adjunct 
professors. 

Some students question why 
there is such an abundance of 
adjunct professors on campus. 
Professor Dan Shartin explained 
that Worcester State College 
currently has about 170 full-time 
professors. For an_ institution 
the size of WSC, there should be 
between 220 and 230 full time 
professors. It seems that adjunct 
professors are a cost-effective 
way to fill gaps in departments 
and provide and teach courses 
without hiring additional full- 
time faculty, who make nearly 
three times as much as an adjunct 
professor teaching two courses 
per semester 

Another concern of some 
students is the credentials of 
adjunct professors. Apparently, 
neither the Union nor the 
Administration have very clear- 
cut regulations concerning what 
level of education a professor 
must have in order to teach. 
Professor Shartin explained that 
most adjunct professors have 
some type of graduate degree, as 
well as many who have terminal 
degrees. However, he also stated 
that at least one adjunct professor 
has only a Bachelor’s Degree. 

It seems that the consensus 
about adjunct professors is 
the same as that of full-time 
professors. Aside from their 
inherent disadvantages, they 
simply vary in quality throughout 
the college. If you’re not feeling 
particularly lucky come course 
selection time and don’t want to 
take the chance, there’s always 
ratemyprofessor.com. 
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Fenn the Desk of: 
The Layout Editor 


Being the layout editor for the 
Student Voice has been one of the 
moststressful, as wellas fulfilling, 
experiences of my life. I have sat 
in the voice office on countless 
Thursday and Friday nights, 
staring at huge white spaces in 
the paper and waiting for more 
articles to come in so I can fill up 
these gaps. Before an article can 
be placed in the paper. It has to 
be submitted to the Student Voice” 
and then sent to an editor. An 
editor must then send the article 
back to the Student Voice before 
it can be added to the paper. This 
is a very time consuming process 
that can be extremely frustrating 
when you are at the end of it. 
In the end, however, I always 
receive just enough to finish up 
the paper before the deadline. 

This position is also extremely 
rewarding. As the layout editor, I 
have complete control of how the 
Student Voice looks. It is always 
a great. experience on the day 
the paper comes out to see my 


and buy something great! 


Items include: 


Paw Sox Tickets 


Assortment of pint glasses 


Tanning packages 


Brewery Gift Pack 


A rocking chair 


Credits!) 


Red Sox vs. Yankees tickets 


Gift Certificates for tattoos and piercing 


Tons of stuff from Eastern Mountain Sports 


Boston Celtics team autographed Ball 


designs come to fruition. My hard 
work has helped create something 
the entire campus can enjoy and 
hopefully appreciates. 

The first few editions of the 
fall semester were a learning 
experience to me. I had to get 
used to the design software as 
well as learn some of the etiquette 
of laying out a paper. I made quite 
a few mistakes early on and the 
first few editions reflect that. 

By the end of fall semester I 
finally began to get the hang of 
things. The paper was taking a 
lot less time to layout and I was 


-looking for a challenge. We had 


been using the template from last 
years Student Voice to design 
the paper. Both Kyle, one of the 
Editors-in-chief, and I decided it 
was time for a change. 

Over winter break I completely 
redesigned the front page of 
the Student Voice. I looked at 


Auction 


Student 
Government | 
Association 


Looking for a fun way to help out the homeless in our community? Go shopping at the SGA’s 15th An- 
nual Auction! The event will be held Thursday March 2, 2006 in the Blue Lounge located in the Student 
Center. A preview of the items up for bid will begin at 4:30p.m., and the actual auction will commence 
at 5:30 p.m. Since we live in Worcester and it snows ‘til like April here the snow date will be Thursday 
March 9, 2006. Every penny raised will be donated to The Mustard Seed and Abbey’s House. WSC 
students have been soliciting for months in preparation for this event, and Auction Chairperson Kimberly 
Paquette has set a goal of $12,000. 


To get a better idea of why this auction is important to the students, an auction representative Meghan 
Walsh was asked to tell us a little about the event. She said, “Every night at least 600,000 Americans go 
homeless in the United States and supporting this auction is just one way Worcester State College students 
can help.” The event needs more than just these students to be successful. We encourage you to attend 


And many more... (possibly including WSC Meal Plans, WSC Residence Hall Rooms, and WSC Tuition 


See 


various other papers, such as the 
Boston Globe and USA Today, for 
inspiration. After a couple failed 
attempts, I finally designed a 
front page that looked good. That 
design has been used for the first 


three papers of the semester, 


As much as I like the new look 


of the paper, my opinion really ~ 


does not matter. I’ would like to 
know your opinion of the design 
of the Student Voice. I encourage 
everyone to voice his or her 
opinion by sending an e-mail to 
Student Voice @ worcester.edu 
about the new look of the paper. 
Please let me know anything I 
can do to make this paper the best 
it can be. Remember, it’s your 
college, your world, your paper, 
your voice. 
Jeff Moffett 
Layout Editor 


Ask Jan: 


Slackers 


and Sketchers 


Jan Brody 
Advice Columnist 


Dear Jan, 

I’m a junior here at WSC and I’m 
beginning to realize that school 
work is getting harder and I 
might actually have to study and 
do homework. But you see, I’m 
really lazy and have way more 
important things to be doing. 
How can I get by without actually 
having to do anything? 

Thanks for your help, 

Mike 


P.S. Jan, you sound really nice, 
wanna go out sometime? 


My dearest Mike, 


Well, aren’t you a lucky boy? 
You’re one of those lazy smart 
people, that kind of student that 
everyone dislikes and loves at 
the same time because they just 
wish they could be like you. But 
now you’ve run out of all those 
easy classes in your major and 
distributions and you’re «being 
forced to take the so-called harder 
classes. You don’t want to ruin 
that perfect GPA you’ve carved 
out for yourself. There are ways 
around actually putting effort into 
your school work. How much 
money do you have? You could 
always get someone to write your 
papers for you. The interweb 
is great source for papers and 
usually they aren’t that bad of 
quality. Okay, that’s a lie, they’re 
all pretty bad. Oh, you could also 
cheat on exams! Cheating during 
an exam is a subtle art; it takes 
practice to get it right so start 
as soon as possible. There’s the 
piece of note paper under your 
shoe, the write the answers on 
your arm trick or, if you’re brave, 
you could always leave your 
notebook open on the floor while 
taking the exam and then sneeze 
really loudly every time you 
need to turn a page. Homework 
will become pointless if you 
won’t actually need to know the 
information for a paper or exam 
so you won’t need to worry 
about that anymore once you’ve 
perfected your cheating skills and 
saved up enough money to buy 
a paper from your sister’s room 
mate’s boyfriend’s cousin. © Of 
course, if you’re caught, you'll be 
expelled and then you definitely 
won’t have to worry about doing 
class work anymore. After that 
we'll have plenty of time to go 
out. Because I totally dig guys 
who get kicked out of school. 


Dear Jan, 

If I'm wearing dark blue jeans 
with blue and yellow Sketchers, 
should I go with amaroon sweater 
or a green sweater? And should 
my brown hair be up or down? 
Thanks, Jan, you're the best. 


Dear Person Who Didn’t Even 
Leave a Dumb Name, 

I’m not sure if I am qualified 
enough to answer this question. 
I feel like you didn’t offer me 
enough information _ either. 
You only have two sweaters to 
choose from? You don’t have 
any other type of shirt-like pieces 


of clothing? With the options 
you’ve given me I won’t be able 
to feel confident in my decisions. 
I don’t even know where you 
plan on going with this outfit on. 
If you’re going to class you don’t 
even need to remotely worry 
about the clothes you choose. 
Have you seen what some of the 
guys on this campus wear... out in 
the open? I don’t understand that 
at all, aren’t they embarrassed to 
be seen in the same clothes they 
spent the night in? If you’re going 
out on a date, you need to get rid 
of the jeans, unless you’re going 
out for fast food or a stroll around 
the block and in that case you 
need to reconsider your feelings 
for this guy. Why does it matter 
if your hair is up or down? I don’t 
think it’s a concern but if you plan 


"on being outside on a windy day, 


then you put your hair up. Also 
I had a pair of Sketchers once in 
high school and they fell apart a 
week later. 


Faithful readers, if you would like 
some advice from yours truly feel 
very free to e-mail me at ask_jan_ 
voice@yahoo.com or leave me a 
note in the designated mail box 
outside of the Voice’s office on the 
third floor of our glorious Student 
Center. I'll answer anything. 


Seriously. I like mail. 


Taking the Initiative on Recycling 


M.C. Byszek 
Contributor 


The Student Voice featured an 
article just before our Christmas 
break discussing a lack of 
recycling on campus. It stated 
that reports have been made in 
relation to W.S.C. and how aware 
and environmentally active the 
school is. Then, in a letter to the 
editor in a more recent issue, 
a fellow student wrote into the 
paper,’ appalled with the lack 
of recycling. The school was 
lacking in student involvement 


as in certain areas pertaining to” 


recycling, energy efficiency, and 
environmental activism. However, 
last September a group on campus 
was formed that realized the 
environmental issues that have 
been pointed out in the articles. 
This group is known as the 
Environmental Advocacy Group. 
We are waiting for approval from 
the senate to become an official 
club on campus. There also exists 
an energy group on campus. 
Masspirg is also becoming quite 
active this semester as far as 
getting our college to improve our 
recycling. CAB also contributes, 
through car-pooling, as far as 
saving a little of the natural 
resources consumed by the 
students here at W.S.C. 

The Environmental Advocacy 
Group (EAG) has met several 
times with students as well as 
faculty. There are currently 
approximately ten members in 
the group. A recycling program 
was agreed on in a combined 
effort of the EAG, Faculties Dept, 


and the Environmental Health 
and Safety officer through Waste 
Management. Our main goals are 
to help bring this campus to the 
point where we can be known as a 
“Green Campus”. The EAG plans 
on hosting several activities this 
semester. On the agenda is a bottle 
and can drive, a clothes swap, a 
tree planting, a field trip to a state 
park, and one of the main events 
that is in the process of planning 
an Earth Day Celebration. 

We would like to spread 
awareness, promote participation, 
and engage individuals in taking 
action to improve our recycling 
on campus. Last semester we did 
post signs advertising the group 
in every building. Unfortunately, 
those signs went unnoticed by 
many. Once the senate gives 
us approval for funding as an 
official club we hope that others 
will become more interested and 
involved. 

About five years ago WSC had 
a recycling program, however, it 
was discontinued because of the 
amount of trash being thrown in 
the recycling bins. It was nice 
to see the articles in the paper; 
it proves how interested some 
student might actually be. It’s 
now just a matter of taking that 
interest and awareness and acting 
upon it. Why leave it up to school 
officials? We are the students. We 
are the voice. We are the ones 
using all of those plastic bottles 
that are getting: tossed out each 
day. We are the ones that this 
recycling issue is really going to 
affect in the coming years. We 
have the power to make a really 


positive change on campus. We 
are aware of the problem, now 
let’s do something about it. We 
will need the participation of 
the students and staff to make 
recycling a success. 

We are going to initiate the 
recycling in the Science and 
Technology building and then 
gradually incorporate this 
throughout the campus. Some of 
you may notice that the bins are 
already out. Please use them. 

We will keep everyone posted 
about our upcoming events. If 


‘you are interested in meeting 


with us to contribute ideas, time, 
and/or energy all are welcome. 
We can be contacted if you have 
any questions, comments or ideas 
at the following email address 
traffic33 14@yahoo.com. We 
meet on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 3:00 pm in the Student 
Center in room 204. We hope to 
see you then! 


The Student Voice would like 
to congratulate Megan Rosbor- 


ough, the most recent winner 
of the “Where’s Wallyum?” 


contest. She will be receiving 
movie tickets courtesy of the 
Student Voice. Everyone is en- 
couraged to participate in this 
weeks competition. 


LOOKING FOR AN EXCITING JOB? 
GOOD. BECAUSE RED BULL IS 
LOOKING FOR A STUDENT BRAND 
MANAGER ON YOUR CAMPUS! 


To find out more and to apply go to www.redbullu.com or text the word SBM to 72855 


© 2006 Red Bull North America, ine. 


AY aca j 
Ad nights reserved, 


The Student Voice | February 27, 2006 Soa, 


5 Catholic Mass 
6pm, DHL 


13 


Surreal Games: 
X-Box Night OLP, 


“Underpants” 
Foothills Music Thea- 
ter, 2pm 


SEC Movie: “Rent” 
SHL, 9pm 


26 student 
Activities: Novelty 
Night: Massages, 
Spa and more! OLP 
7pm-10pm 


Monday 


6 Surreal Games: 
X-Box Night OLP, 


Beer, Booze, Book 
w/Jim Matthews 
8pm, Blue Lounge 


Orientation Ldr. 
Applications 


20 


27 Surreal 


X-Box Night 


7pm 


14 


7pm 


Available 


21 


Games: 


OLP, 7pm 


Motuvatonal Speaker: Johonie Tuttel 


Wednesday, March 15 @ 11:30Am, Blue Lounge 
Johnnie was born with cerebral palsy and although he has used a 
wheel chair all his life, he has authorized five books, and also 


created a non-profit organization that purchases wheel chairs for 
people needing financial assistance with their mobility. 


Sponsore d by: Student Center/Student Activities Office, 
Diversity Office, and Disability Services 


Tuesday 


7 CA Table, Sci- 
Tech, 9arm-lpm 


Commuter 
Services: Art 
Party, OLP 

7-10pm 


CA Table, Sci- 
Tech, 9am-1pm 


Valentine’s Day 


28 CA Table 
Sci & Tech, 9-1 


GSA Social, OLP 
7:30-10:30 


Wednesday 


1 Yearbook Photos 
South Aud. 11-6 
Orientation 
Leader Info 
Session, C202, 3pm 
SEC Movie, OLP 
“Saw I” ipm 
SEC Supermarket 
Bingo, BL 8:00pm 


8 
GSA Bake Sale, 8-2, 
Science & Tech 


SEC Comedy: 
Ronnie Jordan 
N/S, 830pm 


15 


SEC Movie: 
“Rent” OLP, lpm 


SEC Coffeehouse: 
Reed Kendall 
OLP, 8:30pm 


22 College Repubs: 


CA Table | Civil War: 10am, EA 
: ? Sci & Tech, 9-1 OL Info Session 
President’s Aa 
Day TWA Speaker: Spanish Club 
J. Kunjufu Social, OLP 4-7pm 
BS, 11:30am- TWA Braiding 
No Classes 12:45pm DHL, 6-10pm 
College Repubs 
Movie: “Glory” 
SHL, 7pm 


2 


9 


16 


23 


Abbreviations 


BL: Blue Lounge 

OLP: One Lancer Place 

N/S: North/South Auditorium 
ST: Science & Tech 

SC: Student Center 

DHL: Dowden Hall Lounge 
SHL: Seven Hills Lounge 
EA: Exhibit Area 

CMH: Campus Ministry House 


http://wwwfac. worcester.edu/stuact/ 


Thursday 


Yearbook Photos | Concert:11&6 | Ski/Snowboard 
South Aud. Dinner: 4:30 | Trip: Mt. Snow 
1lam-6pm Movie: 8-10 | 5:30am-6:30pm 

Admin Theater 
Groundhog Day aia art ' CA Movie 
Surreal Sci Fi Night: DHL 


CAB Breakfast 
Science & Tech 
9am-llam 


17 


Toy ch Slavery .»: | CA Seek and 
Exhibit, N/S Surreal Sci Fi Go Hid 
10-1pm Fridays, DHL © nde, - 
8-11pm 


24 


SOTA Bake Sale it 
Sci & Tech Surreal: Sci Fi 
Fridays, DHL 

eg 8pm-llpm 


Friday 


3 French Club 


Fridays, DHL 8pm 


10 wsc Fear 
Factor, OLP 7pm 
SEC Movie: 
“Rent” OLP 
8:30pm 
Surreal Sci Fi 
Fridays, DHL 
8-llpm 


‘Saturday 
4 


4-6 Without Bail 


Christopher Degon 
Staff Writer 


What college plan are you on? 
Is it the four-year plan, the six- 
year plan, or the “I don’t know, 
I’m just going to take the least 
possible classes a semester and 
see where I end up?” plan This 
article concerns those in the first 
two categories, so if you consider 
yourself inthe third, go. back 
to your dorm and take a nap or 
something because you wont be 
interested in this at all, and to be 


honest, you probably couldn’t 
contribute anything worthwhile 
anyway. 

Most students in this country will 
finish their college requirements, 
with the necessary credits, in 
four years. That is unless they 
are studying to be a doctor, 
which takes approximately seven 
years to complete. So why then, 
does it seem that students in 
Massachusetts are taking longer? 
Is it apathy, lack of concern, or 
is the course load just too large 
for some subjects? Whatever 
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the reason is, there is potential 
for the state’s college schools to 
suffer for it. Apparently the right 
to boast about graduation time is 


something that state takes pride ~ 


in. 

According to a document sent 
out from the Massachusetts state 
government, there are a number 
of ways a school can increase its 
graduation rate. These include, 
among others, 
the expectation with students and 
families that they can graduate in 


four years”, “Consider incentives 


for students who complete their 
degrees in four years”, and, “Alert 
advisors to respond to behaviors 


“Communicate 


which lead to attrition.” 

The problem, however, at least 
for Worcester State, may not be 
the students directly, but rather, 
the courses themselves. Worcester 


State College is a rather small 


school when compared to UMass 
Amherst. As such our school 
couldn’t have the number of 
classes offered that they have, 


or, for that matter, the amount of 
* space to give everyone a seat for 


those classes. 

Professor Chicarelli, of the 
Education Department, isn’t 
surprised in the least. “The classic 
model is unrealistic. Students tend 
to stop out and then come back. 


Not only that, but now, more than 
ever, students aren’t just students, 
they also have part-time, or even 
full-time jobs.” 

But what does this mean for 
the college. Professor Chicarelli 
continues, “This had big 
implications for the college, both 
the staff and students. With a 
lower position, it would affect the 
alumni who may be less willing to 
donate, that in turn will affect the 
budgetary and money matters for 
the school. For students, staying 
more than four years, just think of 
the problems’ with scholarships, 
federal money, and financial aid.” 


History Has a Knack For Repeating 


Jarret Byrne 
Contributor 


Ask any history teacher and they 
will tell you that the Crusades, all 
nine or so, effectively ended with 
Muslim control of the Israeli city 
of Acre in 1291. Standing at this 
moment, some 715 years later, 
however, the struggle that began 
with Pope Urban II in 1095 seems 
far from over in the hearts and 
minds of Europe and the Middle 
East. The war that wages now is 
a war of ideals and economies, set 
ever So snuggly into the backdrop 
of historical religious bias and 
generalizations. The latest battle 
is the battle of the free press, 
and while it may appear odd to 
some that the quiet Danes would 
touch off such a powder keg of 
misunderstanding, the reality is 
that history is merely repeating 
itself — and maybe this time 
Europe will learn the-lesson. 
Trouble began this time around 
with the publishing of twelve 
political cartoons featuring, among 
other things, prophet Mohammed 
with a bomb in his turban. To 
Muslims this publication was 
extremely offensive, since the 
depiction of any prophet, or 
especially of Allah, is explicitly 
forbidden. For the press of Europe, 
specifically Denmark, France, 
Germany, Spain, Switzerland, and 
Hungary, not printing the cartoons 
because of religious beliefs was 


a violation of a secular, free 
press. The decision for printers 
to caricature a sacred Muslim 
figure was an easy one — only 2 
percent of Denmark’s population 
is Muslim, after all. The decision 
for Muslims in the Middle East 
to react violently was even easier 
— after 700 years Europe is still 
attacking the foundations of their 
culture, and they’re sick of it. 
While the actions of rioters 
and arsonists in the Middle East 
cannot be justified, they can at 
least be understood in the broader 
context of history. Relations 
between Europe and the Middle 
East have always been framed in 
a religious context, and that isn’t 
likely going to change anytime 
soon. At one time Muslims were 
the dominant culture, boasting 
amazing advances in mathematics, 
medicine, science, and war. While 
the Pope dominated the affairs of 
the Dark Ages, and wealthy lords 
took their petty squabbles to the 
battlefield, the Seljuk Turks were 
chipping away at the once mighty 
Byzantine Empire. Fueled by 
fear of these Seljuk advances, 
Emperor Alexius asked the Pope, 
as a fellow Christian, to come to 
the aid of Constantinople, and 
thus the Crusades were born. 
Only one of the subsequent nine 
Crusades can really be called a 
Christian victory, however. 
Differences between Europeans 
and Muslims did not end in 1291 


with the end of the 9th Crusade 
though. Muslims had conquered 
most of the Iberian peninsula, or 
present day Spain and Portugal in 
the 8th century, and it wouldn’t be 
until 1492 that Spanish Christians 
would be able to recapture all of 
the peninsula. Only a few years 
after the expulsion of Muslim 
rule, Spain began the infamous 
Inquisition, aimed at Spanish 
Muslims, or Moors, and Jews. 
The Inquisition would not be 
abolished until 1834, well after 
the European Enlightenment, 
which taught that all individuals, 
regardless of religion, family 
history, or economic standing, 
were created equal with all the 
same rights to life and liberty. 
This same Enlightenment 
spawned the French Revolution, 
which found Napoleon invading 
Ottoman controlled Egypt 
in 1798. For Muslims in the 
Middle East Napoleon’s military 
actions in the region still carry 
consequence to this day. For the 
first time in history Muslims had 
been made all too aware that 
they had fallen behind Europe 
technologically and militarily, 
a fact that many Muslims still 
refer to with disillusionment. 
Additionally, while © Napoleon 
was defeated by disease and 
a lack of supplies outside of 
Acre, Europeans haven’t left 
the Middle East since. From the 
point of view of Muslims in the 


Middle East, Europe has grown to 
dominate the region, a fact made 
apparent by the carving of the 
declining Ottoman Empire by the 
British and French after World 
War I. Placing Kurds, Shiites, and 
Sunnis within the boundaries of a 
single country is something even 
Americans are dealing with, since 
this is the situation that exists 
in Iraq thanks to the British and 
French. 

Then there’s Israel. Israel was 
officially created on May 14, 
1948, a move sanctioned earlier 
by a United Nations resolution. 
While the United Nations appears 
outwardly as a confederation of 
many different peoples, Britain, 
France, Russia, China, and the 
US have veto power, and none 
of these permanent five nations 
used it in support of Arab claims 
to the region. This may seem like 
a vague tie to support of Israel, 
but at least the US and Britain 
have since lent concrete support 
for the Jewish state. Additionally, 
both powers grew more and more 
politically and economically 
involved in the Middle East 
during the Cold War, and now the 
US and Britain have invaded Iraq 
and deposed Saddam Hussein, the 
dictator that had been supported 
in the Iraq-Iran war. 

While this is far from a 
complete history of Muslim 
and European relations, it is 
a significant foundation for 
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hostility. Americans have been 
involved in the region for less 
than a century, but Europeans and 
Muslims have been living side by 
side since before the Crusades. 
Whereas Muslims were once the 
dominant culture they have since 
been supplanted, and Europeans 
are continually exploiting that 
fact whether they realize it or 
not. The publishing of twelve 
disrespectful cartoons is just 
another jab between these two 
rival cultures. 

Freedom of the press is a sacred 
ideal too, however. The press 
needs to remember that words 
and ideas carry consequences 
that need to be calculated. What 
exactly was the value of printing 
these  editorialized cartoons? 
If the intention was to stir up 
trouble, then the mission has been 
accomplished. If the intention was 
to raise an intellectual dialogue on 
fundamentalism and the Islamic 
world, then perhaps there were 
better methods. In the end, neither 
side is justified in their disrespect 
or violence, but at least there is a 
lesson to be learned: those that do 
not know their history are doomed 
to repeat it. 

Want to discuss  national/ 
international issues? Jarret can 
be reached at jbyrne@worcester. 
edu. 
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History of Terror: Marquis De Sade 


Bobby Fournier 
Managing Editor 


Ever hear of the term “Sadist”? 
If you had, then you know that a 
Sadist is a person who “derives 
sexual gratification from inflicting 
pain or emotional abuse on other 
people.” In today’s society, a 
wrongdoer would get a slap on the 
wrist but during the period of the 
French Revolution, anyone who 
committed this crime could be 
punishable by death. The first high 
profile case was Marquis De Sade, 
a French aristocrat who pleasured 
from pain during his numerous 
orgies with high and low class 
women of France. Throughout 
his lifetime, Sade was known to 
hire young prostitutes and beat 
them while committing sodomy 
to satisfy his sexual fantasies. 

Donatien Alphonse Francois de 
Sade was born in June 1740 to the 
Comte (Count) and Comtesse de 
Sade. His mother was a distant 
cousin of the Prince de Conde, 
a branch of the Royal Bourbon 
family. As a young child, Sade was 
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violent, often beating up his cousin 
the Prince de Conde, who was 4 
years older. He was consistently 
lavished in affection by his 
grandmother and his aunts, who 
helped developed Sade’s interest 
in seeking feminine pleasures. 
Comte de Sade decided to have 
his son move in with his brother, 
the Abbe de Sade, a noted scholar 
and author of his time. It was 
with his uncle where the Marquis 
learned that “sex and sexuality 
could be treated as recreational 
means to a pleasurable end, and 
where sensual indulgence was 
the expectation rather than the 
exception to the rule.” The Abbe 
de Sade was known to chase 
women and it was from him that 
the marquis learned about the 
pleasures of sex. In his youth, the 
marquis spent long hours reading 
sexual works such as Venus in 
the Cloister, or The Nun in Her 
Nightdress, books, according to 
French euphemism, that ‘“‘were 
meant to be read with one hand.” 

When Sade became fifteen, he 
was commissioned as a subaltern 


in the foot guards. His first 
experiences in battle came in the 
Seven Years War (1756-63) in 
Europe, where he fought against 
the Prussians and the English, 
collecting a somewhat honorable 
reputation as a soldier. Like many 
aristocrats who served as officers, 
Sade returned home before the 
signing of the peace. On his 
return, he found that his uncle, 
the Abbe de Sade, was in prison 
for “acts of gross debauchery.” 
As a young adult, Sade’s hunger 
for complete sexual satisfaction 
was never Satisfied. He committed 
acts of all kinds on his hired 
women, including beating them 
with a cat 0’ nine tails and leather 
whips. His mischievous deeds 
were first reported to the police by 
a twenty year old prostitute named 
Jeanne Testard, who reported that 
Sade “urged her to whip him and 
that afterwards he would whip 
r.’ She also claimed that he 
“announced that she would be 
expected to submit to ‘unnatural’ 
intercourse.” However, Testard 
was able to convince Sade that 


the following Sunday she “would 
indulge with him in a satanic 
orgy involving the consecrated 
wafers.” He loved the idea and 
allowed her to leave. She ran to 
the police immediately afterward. 
The thought of debauchery alone 
was enough for Sade to become 
sexually aroused. 

Although he knew that he was 
being watched by Inspector Malais 
of the Paris Police, he proceeded 
to fulfill his sexual conquests. He 
continued to commit ‘unnatural’ 
acts of sodomy in his sexual orgies 
even after he became married to his 
wife Renee-Pelagrie, who in fact 
actually helped him find women 
to fulfill his sexual fantasies later 
in their marriage. In October 
1763, six months after becoming 
married, Sade was arrested for 
“debauche outree’, serving a short 
time in the prison of Vincennes 
on the order of Louis XV. After 
his release, he set up a “petite 
maison” in Saumane, Lyons, and 
La Coste. His wife’s mother, 
Madame de Montreuil, was well 
aware of Sade’s corruptive ness 


The Army ROTC Leader's Training Course is a paid 4-week summer experience that marks the beginning of your career 
as an Officer, a leader of the U.S. Army. 


ENROLL IN ARM 


BECOME AN ARMY 


CRRIE [ac 


(U.S.ARMY } S.ARMY 


Attend the Leader's Training Course after your sophomore year & earn credit for 2 years of Army ROTC. 
-BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR A 2-YEAR FULL-TUITION SCHOLARSHIP. 
Contact Captain Ted Painter at 508-831-5268 or tpainter@wpi.edu 
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- perversions 


but kept her daughter uninformed 
of his ‘evil’ follies. Sade was 
in trouble again with the law 
in 1768, when he ‘victimized’ 
Rose Kellor. Sade hired her for 
“domestic purposes.” Kellor, an 
unemployed house servant, took 
it literally as someone who would 
cook and clean. However, Sade’s 
intentions were different. When 
she first arrived at his mansion, 
Sade ordered her to take off her 
clothes. Frightened, Kellor did as 
she was told. Sade then “flung her 
to the bed, face down, and began 
to whip her bare buttocks with 
a cat o’nine tails.” Ignoring her 
screams, Sade “came to orgasm, 
emitting violent shrieks of his 

n.” Kellor escaped after Sade 
left the room and immediately ran 
to the police. For his “cruel acts 
of debauchery,” Sade served four 
months in prison. 

Sade continued to have notorious 
sexual orgies with hired women. 
His notoriety had sharply risen 
during one particular sexual 
encounter. After two of his girls 
were poisoned, “Sade was charged 
with poisoning, incitement to 
sodomy, and actual commitment 
of sodomy.” Sade used cantharides 
(Spanish fly), a drug similar to 
arsenic in chocolates he gave 
to his victims. They are known 
to set up an irritation so violent 
as to destroy the surface of the 
digestive tract. Sade had soaked 
the sweets in this poison and as 
a result, the phrase “never take 
sweets from a stranger” was born. 
Sade and his valet, Latour, went 
into hiding. 

Sade committed more ‘sadist’ 
acts on his victims and served 
more time in prison. During his 
time in and out of prison in the 
last 27 years of his life, Sade 
wrote numerous manuscripts and 
poems regarding rape and sexual 
perversions. His works, Justine 
and Juliette, persuaded Napoleon 
Bonaparte to throw him in the 
Saint-Pelagrie prison in 1801. 
“Following allegations that he had 
tried to seduce young prisoners 
there,” he was transferred to the 
fortress of Bicetre. In 1803, after 
the intervention of his family, 
including his ex-wife Renee- 
Pelagrie, Sade was declared 
insane and transferred to the 
asylum at Charenton. While at 
the asylum, he had an affair with 
a thirteen-year-old girl named 
Madeleine LaClerc, who worked 
there. This affair lasted until 
Sade’s death in 1814. If you’re 
interested in learning more about 
the Marquis de Sade or his ideas, 
then check out The /20 Days of 
Sodom, Juliette, or Justine. All 
of these works focus on sexual 
circled around 
violence and “transcending the 
boundaries of the possible.” 


NOTICE: The Worcester air- 
port recently resumed regularly 
scheduled commercial flights. 
As a result they will-be moni- 
toring the parking lots closely 
for unauthorized vehicles. Tow- 
ing of unauthorized cars will 


begin on February Ist. Be sure 
to get your WSC decal before 
then. For additional informa- 
tion about the Worcester aiport 
and commercial flights go to 
www.flyworcester.com. 
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01/03/06 

12:49 a.m. 

Unit 22 performed a_ vehicle 
patrol of campus. Parking lot 
crew was on campus starting the 
snow cleanup. 


4:00 a.m. 

Units 21 and 22 performed a 
vehicle patrol off campus to assess 
surrounding street conditions. 


4:30 a.m. 

Unit 22 called on-call maintenance 
supervisor and informed him of 
the road conditions. He stated that 
he would call back and update the 
department on the status of school 
opening today. 


01/04/06 
4:06 p.m. 
Complaint of cars exiting 
emergency exit along Front 


roadway onto May St./Chandler 
St. intersection. Closed gate and 
chained. 


4:11 p.m. 

Report of gas smell coming from 
in front of the Student Center. 
Units 19 and 31 responded. 
Fumes originated from two plow 
trucks in Art Lot, Gym Lot’ and 
Student Center Lot. 


7:00 p.m. 

Units 19 and 31 tried to serve 
a restraining order to a student 
(209A). Not in room. 


01/05/06 

7:45 p.m. 

Restraining order (209A) hand 
delivered to resident of CV 
13-1. Opened by resident and 
understood by the same. Copy 
placed in FYI book. 


01/09/06 

8:37 p.m. 

Call received in regards to a 
vandalized cabinet in the STC 
electric room. 


01/10/06 

3:15 p.m. 

Unit 19 investigating report of 
breaking and entering in room in 
Wasylean Hall. 


01/11/06 

12:00 p.m. 

Unit 13 dispatched to investigate 
suspicious vehicle with broken 
window off campus with WSC 
Parking Permit. 


01/13/06 

10:30 a.m. 

A female student worker slipped 
and fell on some black ice outside 
of the Student Center. 


01/14/06 

1:15 a.m. 

Units 24 and 33 respond to a call 
from R.A. in duty to assist them 
with a noise complaint. 


01/16/06 

3:54 p.m. 

Student reports missing items 
from her room. 


8:31 p.m. 

Fire alarm from CV 10-1. WFD 
Engine #9 respond with Units 19 
and 15. Resident was cooking with 


* Patrolman 14 
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January 1st to January 31st 


a dirty oven. Resident advised to 
clean oven prior to future use. 


01/17/06 

2:00 a.m. 

Unit 23 did tour of DH and found 
trash in 5" floor hallway, 3" floor 
ladies bathroom window open, 
and trash on the 1* floor hallway. 
All quiet at this time. 


5:20 a.m. 
A pipe broke in front of Wasylean 
Hall 


6:02 a.m. 

Wasylean Hall put on phone alert 
due to broken water pipe and 
steam coming from hot water. 


9:51 a.m. 

Units 32 and 13 respond to Gym 
104 to remove a 22 rifle left 
behind by a retired employee. 


1:11 p.m. 

Units 32 and 16 attempt to serve 
restraining order to resident 
student at residence CV 13-1 and 
class. Contact made by Captain in 
police office. 


1:16 p.m. 

Unit 13 responds to motor vehicle 
accident at May and Claridge. No 
injuries. WPD in route. 


4:29 p.m. 

Unit 19 received a report of a 
stolen phone from room 31] 
Wasylean Hall. 


11:00 p.m. 
Patrolman 15 confiscated a 12 
pack of beer from a non-student. 


01/18/06 

12:13 a.m. 

confiscated 
alcoholic beverages from a non- 


student in front of Chandler 
Village 13. 
3:30 p.m. 
Report of water in mechanical 
room. Chief was _ notified. 
Facilities will be on around 


the clock tonight to watch and 
make sure the problem does not 
reoccur. 


01/19/06 

2:29 a.m. 

Patrolman 15 confiscated a 
Massachusetts operators license 
from a commuter student that 
belonged to another student for 
purchasing alcoholic beverages at 
a club. 


11:45 p.m. 
Unit 24 received a noise complaint 
coming from room 509.: 


01/20/06 
2:20 p.m. 
Unit 24 observed two males 
arguing in front of Dowden Hall. 


4:20 p.m. 
Woman states student speeding 
through lot almost hit here. 


01/21/05 
2:10 a.m. 
Unit 24 saw a student trying to 
hide a large object. When 24 
stopped the vehicle he ran and 
24 chased him. 24 caught up to 
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him and the student threw a black 
baseball bat to the ground. 


01/22/06 

12:13 a.m.- 

Units 22 and 24 were notified 
of a breaking and entering in 
progress. 


7:00 p.m. 
Officer 18 responded to 609C for 
an alarm. Hair iron set it off. 


01/23/06 

12:50 a.m. 

Units 22, 24 and I5respond to 
a call from the ISO stating that 
there was marijuana smoking in 
the 5S" floor. Call was unfounded, 
RA to make a report to housing 
regarding an issue with resident. 


7:40 p.m. 
Student reports unwanted 
computerized instant messages. 


01/24/06 

10:38 a.m. 

Stolen personal property from 
Admin 105. 


4:22 p.m. 

Report from a resident student 
that her car was broken into while 
parked in RL Lot. CD player 
stolen. Possibly part of previous 
breaks done during same time 
period. 


01/26/06 

12:33 p.m. 

Lost dog: brought to the police 
station. Unit 32 looked’ up 
owner on getmehome.co, owner 
contacted and will be by to get 
dog. 


01/27/06 

12:40 a.m. 

Student escorted a non-student to 
the lobby of Wasylean Hall after a 
physical altercation. 


2:15 a.m. 

Units 24, 33 and 15 respond to 
a call from the ISO of a fight 
in progress at the lot in front of 
Wasylean Hall. 


7:43 a.m. 

Units 32 and 13 respond to 
Wasylean Hall 213 for student 
having difficulty breathing. 


8:44 a.m. 
Malicious destruction, 2™ floor of 
Dowden Hall. 


8:14 p.m. 

RA’s doing health and safety 
checks in Wasylean Hall found 
drug paraphernalia. 


10:48 p.m. 

Officers 18 and 15 conducting 
walkthrough of Dowden Hall 
when room door opened loud 
yelling was heard. 


01/28/06 

5:30 a.m. 

Units 22 and 24 receive a call 
for a suspicious male wandering 
through the floors of Dowden 
Hall. Male was found on the 3” 
floor and escorted back to his 
room. 


01/29/06 


2:55 p.m. 

Call received from an RA of a 
student stuck in a bathroom in CV 
4-3. Unit 18 responded to scene. 
Door handle fell off. Resident in 
bathroom for 40 minutes at that 
point. Maintenance paged. 


01/30/06 

12:50 a.m. 

Units 22 and 24 perform a foot 
patrol of Dowden Hall. Units 
speak to two roomis on the 3” 
floor and one on the 5" telling 
them to turn the music down. 


4:00 a.m. 

Units 22 and 15 responded toa call 
for people throwing snowballs at 
their windows in CV building 22. 
Suspects gone on arrival. 


5:20 p.m. 
Unit 19 received a report of a hit 
and run in the lower resident lot. 


5:39 p.m. 

Units 18 and 19 working on 
an investigation/interviews of 
suspect/witnesses. 


Total number of dispatch calls: 
410 

Total amount of time on calls 
reported: 12,088 minutes 
Average time on calls reported: 
42 minutes 


Interested in having your poem 
or short story published in The 


_ Voice? Please send your submis- 


sions to: 

studentvoice @worcester.edu, 
with “Literary” in the subject 
line. Please be sure to include 
your name with your submission. 
Thanks!! 


Hey, there kids! It’s me, 
Will Brideau. Usually though, 
they call me Wallyum. Have 
I got an exciting game for you 
lucky readers to play! 

When I’m not pwning 
noobs (if you don’t know what 
that is, you’re not cool enough 
to) in Day-of Defeat, I love to 
hide from people. Usually I'll 
just hide from my suite mates. 
They’re not very good though 
and never find me. It’s almost as 
if they’re not looking. 

Today I thought that I 
would try something different. I 
talked to my friends at the school 
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here’s Wallyum? 


Do you want to improve 


your writing? Come to the 
Writing Center! The center 
offers peer tutoring, writing re- 
sources, workshops, and more. 
It is located in Sullivan 302. 
Hours are Monday-Thursday 
9-3, Friday 9-1, and Monday 
and Wednesday nights from 5- 
8. Call 929-8112 to make an 
appointment or just stop by. Be 
sure to check out the website at 
www.worcester.edu/owl 


Looking for 
ged S ands? 


ES 


theundergroundscene.net pro- 
vides everything you need to 
find those great bands that are 
flying just below the radar. 
Connect with fans who have 
similar interests as you. Get 
reviews of the latest releases, 
interviews, shows in your area, 
and much more. Also earn 
“scene points” by participat- 
ing in the community. Sign up 
for your free account at www. 
theundergroundscene.net 


If you would like to submit an 
original photograph to the Voice, 
send it to: 
studentvoice@worcester.edu with 
“photo” in the subject line. 


paper and they agreed to let me 
hide in this edition of the Student 
Voice. So I shrunk myself down 
and am now hiding amongst the 
articles in this paper. 

That’s right kids. I’m 
hiding somewhere in this paper. 
You’re job is to find me. I could 
be anywhere. I could be on any 
page of this paper. You’re gonna 
need a keen eye to spot me. 

Now you may be ask- 
ing yourself “What’s in it for 
me?” Well, if you find me you 
will be entered in a raffle to win 
a fabulous prize. Trust me, I’ve 
seen it and the prize is pretty aw- 
some. This is all you have to do 
to enter: 


1. Find and circle me in the pa- 
per 

2. cut out the part of the paper 
you found me in 

3. Attach the piece you cut out to 
a piece of paper with your name, 
phone number, and address on 
it. 

4. slide the paper undet the door 
of the Student Voice office (Third 
Floor of Student Center) 

Good Luck! 


Expedition to Galapagos: 
the science... the adventure... 
the unforgettable journey 


seminar presented by 


WORCESTER Guillermo Paz-y-Mino C. PhD 


State College 


Assistant Professor Biology Department WSC 


Thursday March 30, 2006 - 2:30 PM - Science & Technology Auditorium ST-102 


event sponsored by the WSC Center for Teaching & Learning 
ya 


The Galapagos Initiative is a liberal-arts/study-abroad program in Natural History 
and Evolution designed for WSC and the Colleges of Worcester Consortium 


For about the Galapagos Initiative contact Dr. Guillermo Paz-y-Mino C.., assistant professor Biology Department (508) 
929-8646 gpazymino@worcester.edu ¢ Dr. Maureen Shamgochian, chair Biology Department (508) 929-8721 
mshamgochian@worcester.edu ¢ Dr. Steve Chao, director International Programs’ Office (508) 929-8747 schao@worcester.edu 


The 500-space parking garage is a reality. On May 15, construction will begin on this state-of-the-art parking facility and by August next year it 
‘will be completed. WSC is leading the way as the first Massachusetts state college to offer their students an on-campus parking facility. Come 
hear the presentation to students by the architect construction team, Consigli/Desman, on March 2 at 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and March 9 at 
2:30-3:30 p.m. in the North/South Auditorium. The presentation will go over designs, parking spaces, traffic flow, safety features, and impact 
on the campus. This is a great opportunity for students to have their questions answered or to offer their point of view. 
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Taxes 
(Continued from front page) 


as Education and Child credits. 
One credit that many people do 
not know about it the Earned 
Income Tax Credit. It is available 
to single people over 25 that 
earn less than $11,750 a year and 
people with families that earn less 
than $37,000. Hagopian calls this 
credit “basically free money.” 

According to the Internal 
Revenue Service, single citizens 
that have no children can get up 
to $400 in addition to their normal 
refund. Those with two children 
can get up to $4,400 back. 

For more information or to set 
up an appointment to have your 
taxes filed for free call 508-929- 
8978 or email Tim Hagopian at 
thagopian@ worcester.edu. 


Johnnie Tuitel 


His Disability has nev- 
er Been a handicap 


Date: Wednesday, March 15 
Time: 11:30 AM 
Where: Blue Lounge 


johnnie Tuitel was born with 
cerebral palsy, and has used a 
wheelchair his entire life. He 
attended East Grand Rapids 
Public Schools where he was 
the first disabled student le- 
gally mainstreamed in the State 
of Michigan. His. disability has 
never kept him down. Johnnie 
is a motivational. speaker ‘abd 
has made presentations for con- 
ventions, colleges and universi- 
ties, corporations and business- 
es, schools and sports teams 
throughout America. He was 
the State of Michigan United 
Way “Speaker of the Year” for 
5 years in a row. 


Johnnie’s leadership  experi- 
ence includes being the found- 
er of alternatives in Motion, 
a non-profit organization that 
purchases wheelchairs for 
peopleneeding financial help 
with their mobility. Unique in 
the country, for the 2003-2004 
school year, Alternatives in Mo- 
tion was selected by the Michi- 
gan Association of Student 
Councils as their Charity of 
the Year. Hundreds of schools 
in Michigan raised money 
for wheelchairs. In 2003, the 
Christopher Reeves Paralysis 
Foundation presented Quality 
of Life Grant to Alternatives in 
Motion. 


Johnnie has authored five books 
in the Gun Lake Adventure Se- 
ries. the unique hero is a boy in 
a wheelchair. A 6th book, The 
Light in Bradford Manor, was 
published in June of 2004. 


Johnnie, his wife Deb, and 
three boys reside in Grand Rap- 
ids, Michigan. He is a graduate 
of Hope College in Holland, 
Michigan. 


If you would like to submit a 
guest editorial to the Voice, send 
it to: 

studentvoice @worcester.edu with 
“Editorial” in the subject line. 


